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owned by the Town of  Grafton
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GRAFTON VILLAGE PARK TRAILS

125 Fire Pond Rd
Grafton, Vermont

A gift to the residents and
visitors of Grafton by
Charles and Gertrude

Daniels in 1923.

Feet0 500

distance from parking area to picnic area is
slightly less than one-quarter mile

Please pick up
after your pet!

Volunteers and donations help maintain
the Park. If you are considering either or
both contact the Grafton Town Admin-
istrator, 802-843-2552, or Town Clerk,
802-843-2419.

Map by Windham Regional Commission, November 2024

Other trails

Snowmobile trail

Mowed paths (may change)

Parking^

Kiosk, informationÆÆM

Outdoor learning centerÆÆv

Trail marker color

Park trails, improved
surface for easy access
Park trails, natural
surface, may be rough

Picnic tableÆÆb



Welcome to the Grafton Village Park 
 

A gift to the residents and visitors of Grafton 
by Charles and Gertrude Daniels in 1923 

 
The Daniels family originally intended to develop the hillside into a 
water supply for the town, taking advantage of the seeps and springs. 
The remains of several water collecting devices and a network of 
underground piping are still present on the property. 
 
The land contains other old features of interest such as a picnic area 
with an old stone fireplace, an old stone “fort” that includes some 
nice stone work and a large stone “roof” left from the glacier, an old 
gazebo (along with a newer one), and of course old stone walls, The 
walls were created in the 1800’s when Vermont went from 85% 
forested to 85% cleared for agriculture—primarily sheep and the 
family hill farms. After the Civil War there was a great land 
abandonment and the fields grew back to forests and Vermont is now 
about 85% forested again. 
 
The health and vigor of the trees on this property are affected by the 
species composition, age, spacing, ice storms, wind events, drought, 
and insect outbreaks. Without the removal of hazardous trees, the 
area would become unsafe for public use. The property was 
inventoried, a plan was developed, and the trees to be harvested were 
marked. 
 
In the winter of 2021 and 2022, under frozen conditions, a timber 
sale was conducted by a commercial contractor, administered by a 
State of Vermont Forester.  The goal was to remove current and 
future hazard trees, provide spacing for healthy vigorous crowns of 
the trees, and reduce the number of ash trees that will be killed by 

the Emerald Ash Borer, already detected in three neighboring towns. 
The revenue from the sale went into a fund for work in the Park. The 
Parking area is a direct benefit of the timber sale. 
 
Future plans for the park include: 
1. an easy access smooth surface from walk in entrance and the 

parking area to the picnic area. 
2. a structure for an outdoor class room and gatherings at the 

picnic area. 
3. extending the yellow trail to access the higher elevation of the 

park. 
4. developing winter snowshoe / ski trails by marking and utilizing 

some of the logging trails. 
 
Volunteers and donations help maintain the Park. If you are 
considering either or both contact the Grafton Town 
Administrator 802-843-2552 or Town Clerk 802-843-2419. 
 
Feel free to borrow a walking stick provided by local residents for use 
in the park. 
 
Please enjoy your visit to the Village Park; leave no 
trash or pet waste! 
 
In case of emergency, dial 911. You are at 125 Fire Pond 
Road, Grafton Village Park. 
 
To report down trees or issues in the park contact: 
Town Clerk 802 843 2419 or Town Administrator 802 843 
2552      
 


